Antelope Horn

Newsletter of the Kern-Antelope Historical Society, Inc.
Member of the Conference of California Historical Societies

May 2025
Meetings: Hello to all our Kern Antelope Historical Society Members and
Regular Meetings: Friends.
. T { th h 1
3r: uefa;;o the month (except July, % What: Regular Meeting
ugust); 5:30 pm. , % When: Tuesday, May 20th (3rd Tuesday)
* Wayside Chapel Community Church - % Time: 5:30 pm
4 Felsite Ave, R A C

B 2c518M ¢ Site ve, Rosamond, G % Where: Wayside Chapel Community Church, Rosamond, CA
Doard Veetings: % Program: Road Tripping Thru Rosamond With Delores Julian
* 4th Thursday of the month as needed;

4 pm; all are welcome, email for WEBSITE: www.kahs1959.0org EMAIL: info@kahs1959.0org

directions to location. FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/KAHS1959/

KAHS is happy to present “Road Tripping Thru Rosamond
With Delores Julian”, accompanied by Chavonne Sladek, at
our May meeting. Delores has been a resident of Rosamond
for many years and through her work and community
involvement, she has gained a wide knowledge of the
development of Rosamond and much of it’s history. Have
you ever wondered why that small block of land between 20th and
Dixie St. is triangular-shaped? That and other tidbits about our
town will be shared.

And how about if you have questions about the development
of Rosamond? Bring your questions and maybe we can have a
Road Tripping Il. Or maybe you have some stories of your own to
share. Either way, make plans to attend the next KAHS meeting on
Tuesday, May 20th at Wayside Chapel. It should be informative
and entertaining.

Delores Julian - Long-Time Rosamond Resident

Delores Julian will be our featured guest at the May meeting. You may know her as the
Vice President of the Kern Antelope Historical Society. But beyond that, Delores has been a
member of the community since 1957.

Delores went to work for Ruel Williams, who was a realtor in Rosamond for many
years. Williams was also a board member of the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency
(AVEK) and was a big proponent of making water from the State Water Project available to
local farmers, which would help ease the dependence on local water and help to raise the
water table in the Antelope Valley. Delores had great respect for Williams, he was
straightforward and eloquent and an honest man. “If he made a deal and shook your hand, it
was gospel,” she recalls. (As a side note, his wife was a Kindergarten teacher at Rosamond
Elementary and served there many years. Lots of people from Rosamond went through Mrs. Delores Julian - center, and her two
Williams' class. She was well loved and respected too.) Delores was a realtor, an appraiser, a daughters - Lorna and Kelly.
broker and a notary public. She also worked for Jerry’s Electric in Rosamond. ‘
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Delores has faithfully served the Kern Antelope Historical Society for many years as an example of
her community involvement. She also kept the books for the Boy Scouts, was treasurer for the Roping
and Riding Club, cooked breakfast for the Kiwanis Club and was involved in starting Rosamond Hills.

Delores must have been a great student as she skipped a grade and graduated at sixteen. She
studied architecture in high school. She was also a talented seamstress. Her mom would take her
shopping, looking at different clothes and ask if Delores could make it; she could )

Delores, in dark dress,
sew anything without a pattern. Another task was making wedding cakes, she’sa | ,n4 her sister at an
very talented lady! early age.

Roadtripping Thru Rosamond With
Delores Julian

So join us for just a few of the
sites around Rosamond that Delores
and Chavonne visited on their
Roadtripping journey.
Delores &
Chavonne visited
some old
abandoned
homesteads that
were mostly on
5-acre sites.
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About the Homestead Act
https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/abouthomesteadactlaw.htm

“The Homestead Act of 1862 has been called one of the most important pieces of Legislation in the history of the United

States. The act was signed into law by Abraham Lincoln after the southern states seceded.
The Homestead Act of 1862 was a revolutionary concept for distributing public land in American history. This law turned over vast
amounts of the public domain to private citizens. 270 millions acres, or 10% of the area of the United States was claimed and
settled under this act. Repercussions of this monumental piece of legislation can be detected throughout America today.
The prime land across the country was homesteaded quickly. Successful Homestead claims
dropped sharply after the 1930s. The Homestead Act remained in effect until 1976, with provisions
for homesteading in Alaska until 1986.

Specifically, the ‘Homestead Act of 1862 insured adult
U.S. citizens 160 acres of land from the government to
"improve their plot by cultivating the land’.

LEFT—California with a cutout showing the
amount of homesteaded land - from a display at
the Homestead National Historical Park.

RIGHT—For comparison, several other states are
shown, it’s easy to see that some states had little
homesteaded land, while others had a fairly large
amount of land proven up and transferred to settlers.
Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada & Ohio are shown.

The Small Tract Act of 1938

So how did the 5-acre homesteads in the southern California desert come to be when the Homestead Act of 1862 designated
160-acre pieces? It seems that a later law, passed in 1938, the Small Tract Act, made 5-acre parcels available.

“The Small Tract Act of 1938 was enacted in response to requests by primarily World War | Servicemen who wanted to move
out in the desert for health and recreational purposes. Subsequently, after World War I, Southern Californians began looking for
small acreages in the desert to get away from the smog and burgeoning population centers. The Small Tract Act was about the only
method of making federal land available. Local counties were enthusiastic about "getting lands on the tax rolls", and were not
concerned about infrastructure (roads, water, power, schools) to support such development.” (https://publicland.org/plf-archives/
35_archives/documents/doc_1306_bellesi.html)

“Thousands of cabins and other structures built by homesteaders, particularly during a period
of popularity in the 1950s and 60s, have since been left abandoned. Although a cleanup effort in
the early 2000s resulted the demolition of hundreds of abandoned structures, numerous structures
built by Small Tract Act homesteaders still exist in various states of use and repair.” (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wonder Valley, California)

It seems that many of these small homesteads in the Rosamond area, were the result of the
Small Tract Act of 1938. Many have been abandoned. One of
the problems was the failure to reserve proper road right-of-
ways (ROW). In some cases no ROW's were set aside in
{ classification orders, and in such cases reserves were made
around the perimeter of each individual tract. This restricted
the use of the entire tract when in reality only one side needed to be encumbered

‘Wonder Valley is an area which underwent a cleanup effort in the early 2000s, but many
abandoned structures built by Small Tract Act homesteaders still exist in various states of use
and repair’.

Remnants of a small recreational cabin in
Wonder Valley, CA, east of Twentynine Palms.
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Typical “Jackrabbit homestead
cabin remains in Wonder Vallev.
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Membership Dues for '25-'26 Year

It’s that time of year again. May is the end of the KAHS calendar year. We will be taking
payments for membership for the 2025-26 year at our meeting this month. You may pay with a
check or cash at the meeting or use the Zelle option as noted on the membership form. See form at
the bottom of this page for prices, etc.

Also, when paying please fill out a new membership form, or at least confirm that all
information is current, so that you continue to receive the newsletter and that we can contact you
in an emergency such as when we had to cancel a meeting recently at the last minute.

Check out the KAHS videos which are available on YouTube. Or visit the website for more information
W% about Antelope Valley history. Copies of recent newsletters are available, as well as other information.
= Follow us on Facebook for reminders about meetings and other items of historical interest. You can
& always contact us by email.

% Website: www.kahs1959.0org

* Facebook: www.facebook.com/KAHS1959/ * KAHS YouTube Videos: httpllkahs19590rgl

* Email: info@kahs1959.or Videos/videoshtml (M Tube
Kern Antelope Historical Society - Membership Application
Membership Amount
Mail to: Kern Antelope Historical Society; PO Box 1255, Rosamond, CA 93560 Type Dues Paid
Student/

Name Active Military ~ $5
Mail Address Individual $15
City, ST, Zip Couple $20
Phone Family $30
Email Business $35

Date

Note: « Club Year is June 1st through May 31st of the following year; new members, paying after February 1st, pay only half.

+ Zelle: info@kahs1959.org  You may now use the following cell number for Zelle payments, also: (661) 609-8757.
Page 4
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The Kern illnte@oe Historical Society greatfy a}a}areciates its business members.
We ﬁcye you will support them and say thanks when you see them.

1816 Rosamond Blvd.

Rosamond, CA 93560

(661) 256-TIRE (8473)
Fax (661) 256-8476

PRICES ARE BORN HERE AND RAISED ELSEWHERE

DAVE BRAGG & NICK ROGHAIR
Owners

ESTEBAN MARAVILLAS
Manager

www.tirestoreav.com
————

TV LAND REAL ESTATE
Terry V. Landsiedel
License # 01021751

phone: 661-256-8141
cell: 661-202-6444

PO Box 1467
Rosamond CA 93560

REALTOR'

Jeremy A. Woods, Ph.D.
A fess

School of Business and
Publnc Admmlstratlon

jkrr ield O« 933

ONE SHOP

MANY OPTIONS...

* APPAREL, HATS & ACCESSORIES
* LOGO DESIGN & BRANDING

® EZ-UP SHELTERS, FLAGS & BANNERS

* EMBROIDERY, SCREEN PRINT & SUBLIMATION
® BUSINESS CARDS, FLYERS, SIGNAGE
® DECALS, PENS, MAGNETS, BAGS

FaAx (661) 256.2060

2051 DIAMOND $1. ROSAMOND, CA 03560

mpreston.bbapparel

RAMON’S
restaurant
A taste of Mexico
=\ GRACIAS
i \ THE LOPEZ FAMILY
=\
(661) 256-4602

1431 Rosamond Blvd Ste 9 & 10
Rosamond CA 93560

——Roumond Chamber of Commerce

MARK PRESTON
661.755.| 6350

@gmaikcom

Desert Breeze

Enterprises

RS

airbnb

Don and Chavonne Sladek
Owners/Hosts

tel. (661) 256-4409
Rosemenc, CA 93560

dbe2C16@icloud.com

Contact us for help with business frovel

www.airbnb.com/rooms/5571552

Bést

2700 Diamond St.
Rosamond CA, 93560
Phone: (661) 256-3985

Fax: (661) 256-3932

Eric Landsgaard
President

KARLS HARDWARE

karlsbest@sbcglobal.net

Lic. 955132

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION - REASONABLE RATES - SINCE 1984

Gene R. Melchers
General Contractor

2654 Diamond Street - PO Box 1468 - Rosamond, CA 93560
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Since 1980
? o eyeryvodd
2696 Sierra Hwy * P.O. 848 * 93560

Bt

melchersconst@sbcglobal.net

661-810-0327 - melchersconstruction.net
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COUFIT SERVICES
ObAas & PS 341

EVIQTIONS & SERVING
Get Rid of BAD Guys/Gals

15874 SIERRA HWY

MOUJAVE, CA 93501
661-342-0213 Michele
prpinut@aol.com
661-824-2578 Chris -
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For Sale by KAHS

Books - $11 (*$8) Each:
Here Roamed the Antelope
Bears - Borax and Gold
Along the Rails from Lancaster to Mojave
The Antelopes Left and the Settle-ers Came
In Love with Life in Lancaster (Hard Times
1927-1932)
Antelope Valley Pioneers
Castles in the Valley - Shea’s Castle
A Page in the History of Antelope Valley: the Arthur
Pickus Story: His Home for Seventy Five Years
Mojave, A Rich History of Rails, Mining and Flight
Gold-Fever - 40 Years Digging Antelope Valley History
Antelope Valley News and Views During Part of the
Great Depression 1925-1935
Video DVD - $15: Antelope Valley Yesteryears
Maps - $4 (*$3): Historic Settlers Circle Map
Online Book: Glimpse of the Prehistory of Antelope Valley

*Members’ Discount Prices in Parentheses

2024-2025
Executive Board
Officers:

President: Gretchen Winfrey winfrey3314@yahoo.com
Vice President: Delores Julian  ddjulirosa@yahoo.com

Secretary: Janet Winters poppiesrme@gmail.com
Co-Treasurers: Char Taylor Charlannegailtaylor@gmail.com
Lori Cruz Ipartoncruz@gmail.com

Directors At-Large:
Terry Landsiedel, Judy O’Loughlin & Chavonne Sladek

WEBSITE: www.kahs1959.org EMAIL: info@kahs1959.org

General Meetings:

Third Tuesday of the Month, September through June

5:30 pm - 2584 Felsite Ave, Rosamond, CA
(Exceptions: June, September & December -
Location to be announced)
Memberships:
$5 - Student & Active Military; $15 - Individual;
$20 - Husband & Wife; $30 - Family; $35 - Businesses

The Kern Antelope Historical Society was established in 1959 for the purpose of learning and preserving the history of California,
especially the Antelope Valley, which includes parts of Los Angeles and Kern counties. Speakers are invited to talk at our monthly
meetings about aspects of our various cultures. Subjects range from Indians of the past to the Space Age. Come join us to learn more
about the wonders of this area we live in and also meet some new people.

KERN ANTELOPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 1255
ROSAMOND, CA 93560

Since 1959
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